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Introduction

The field of entrepreneurship has developed very fast in the last 20 years and continues to amplify.
Entrepreneurship is considered the “main driver of economic growth” (EC, 2013). It is a topic that concerns
people who are interested in starting their own businesses as well decision makers who are willing to formulate
adequate policies that create favorable environments for businesses.

In Concise Encyclopedia of Economics Russel S. Sobel defines entrepreneurship as “the process of
discovering new ways of combining resources.” (Russell S. Sobel, 2007)

The value of entrepreneurship as concept is what is most needed nowadays across societies. The
Business Dictionary define entrepreneurship as: “the capacity and willingness to develop organize and manage
a business venture along with any of its risks in order to make a profit. The most obvious example of
entrepreneurship is the starting of new businesses. In economics, entrepreneurship combined with land, labor,
natural resources and capital can produce profit. Entrepreneurial spirit is characterized by innovation and
risk-taking and is an essential part of a nation’s ability to succeed in an ever changing and increasingly
competitive global marketplace.” (BusinessDictionary.com,WebFinance)

To be entrepreneurial is one of the most benefic and profitable attitude, both for self-realization and
society. “Entrepreneurship is an experience that requires an adaptive mindset and a huge skill set. It is hard

to practice, and even more challenging to teach it.” (Doan Winkel)

To educate people to be with entrepreneurial spirit is one of the most important competencies what
education can give. It means, that the education system teaches people in such a way that they can assume

risks, can act with a developed problem-solving attitude; are able to change very quickly and to accommodate
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with new situations. People with entrepreneurial spirit are able to create wellbeing for them and for others,

can be considered a way of social inclusion.

Eastern European countries, including Romania, cannot take advantage of an initial, natural and
challenging model, the nationalized and centralized system of the communist economies having reduced to
zero the entrepreneurial capacities of today’s adult persons who should be success models for youngsters.
Unfortunately, in the Romanian higher education, despite the numerous political initiatives, there is a reduced
attention given to the entrepreneurial education and there is no scientific approach of the formative actions at
university level. Because of this, in the knowledge-based society, specific processes of Romanian

entrepreneurship can be carried out appropriately, efficiently and effectively.

To promote an entrepreneurial spirit, it means to foster the new generations of family entrepreneurs as well,
thus entrepreneurship education must become part of the curricula in all type of study programmes. It is
important to realize that entrepreneurship education is different from general business and economic studies:

Its goal is to promote self-employment; creativity and innovation.

The interest in entrepreneurship for the members of department of Management-Economy was emerged
by the fact that in 2005 had the opportunity to participate on the workshop organized between 23-25 May by
UNO, which took place at the Palace of Nations in Geneva.

It was one of the firsts’ initiatives on European level which create the opportunity for the economic and
academic area to meet in order to recognize the benefits for both of them and to facilitate collaboration.

The participants in unanimity agreed the necessity of entrepreneurship education and in 2006 was

created the ERENET. (Entrepreneurship Research and Education Network of Central European Universities)

Our Faculty became founding member of ERENET, international association in which today activates 43
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countries. The ERENET is a useful Network, creates the possibility of sharing experiences, to organize

international meetings, to make partnerships and to realize comparative analysis across economies.

After 2005 the department of Management-Economy research activity has been deepened in
entrepreneurship education and on entrepreneurship. The members of the department published research
studies, books on entrepreneurship and on entrepreneurship education, and organized international
conferences, workshops and summer-schools for students. Based on the collaboration agreements, signed by
the faculty were created the possibility for our students to participate in different international events,
competitions: a team participated in the forum of young entrepreneurs organized in Budapest; was invited a
professor from University of Reno, Nevada, USA and was organized an entrepreneurial education program with

students from different faculties.

National and international research projects

The Faculty of Economics, Law and Administrative Sciences at “Petru Maior” University as ERENET

member became partner in different international research projects.

1, Project on Benchmarking of Business Incubation in Selected Central-Eastern European and

Commonwealth of Independent States Countries,

Aim: To collect best practices in business incubation in countries in transition and elaboration of guideline
on how the design and establish such kind of business support institutions. Period: December 2005 — 31

August 2006. Project implemented by: ERENET Entrepreneurship Research and Education Network of Central
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European Universities and SINTEF - The Foundation for Scientific and Industrial Research at the Norwegian
Institute of Technology through ENTRANSE. Partner countries: CEE: (Croatia, Hungary, Poland, Republic of
Serbia, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia); Balkan region: Turkey CIS: (Armenia, Georgia, Republic of Moldova

and Ukraine).

2.Grant CE, “Lifelong Learning Programme - EEE - European Entrepreneurship Education”, REF 134096-
LLP-1-2007-1 RO-ERASMUS-ECDEM, agreement number 2007-2598/001-001, project managed by “Petru
Maior” University of Targu-Mures; partner countries were France —University of Strasbourg, Slovakia University

of Kosice and Germany, Fachschule Frankfurt Am Main.

A module for entrepreneurship education was elaborated. 6 books were edited. International conferences

were organized and research papers were presented.

3. Erasmus Intensive Program, "The European Dimension of International Entrepreneurship”,
ERA/2009/IP/W /0029 - project general manager University of Economie Krakow, Poland. Partners were:
Fachoschule Frankfurt Am Main, Heilbron University, Germany, Petru Maior University of Tirgu Mures. A
summer school for students was organized in Krakow in order to increase the entrepreneurial spirit and
attitude of the participants in July 18th - July 31st, 2010.
(http:/ /www.wach.uek.krakow.pl/images pdf/2010 _IP staff.pdf)
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National projects

1. National project financed by CNCSIS :, Researches Regarding The Harmonization of the
Entrepreneurial Education of Romanian Universities to the European Union and Eastern European
Universities (EDARO)”

The research project was financed by the Ministry of Education and Research, the National University

Research Council (CNCSIS) in the period: 1 June 2007 — 31 November 2008.

The project aim was to gather information in the field of investigation and implementation of the
entrepreneurial education in the Romanian universities, specialised institutions of Romania and European
Union to create an international research network.

The project proposed the study of the actual situation, definition of the context and parameters in which
the entrepreneurial education should be performed, proposing curricula and specific pedagogical methods, to
make the Romanian entrepreneurial education comparable to that from universities of European Union, USA
and Canada, and making the students aware of the opportunities and feasibility of such an approach that can
turn the knowledge and innovation to account. The research was oriented to an educational component which
support the economy based on knowledge and innovation, entrepreneurship, sustainable development,
elaboration and development of the research networks. The project proposed the enlargement of the
pedagogical and educational methods used within universities adding Long-Live -Learning, E-Learning,
Learning by Doing, Student International workshops, modules of best practices. The immediate objective of the
EDARO project was to realize the analysis of the various university curricula and modalities of national
entrepreneurship education at Bachelor, Master and PhD levels fists of universities and high-schools in

Romania as well as in advanced European and American market economies. Study tours were carried our in
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order to studied relevant entrepreneurship education schemes and discussions were held on international
conferences and created a possibility for the design the best suitable university entrepreneurship curricula for
the Petru Maior University of Tirgu Mures from Romania.

The findings, achievements and recommendations will also be published in this book in order to have a
wider dissemination effect.

Objective 1: Preparing Questionnaire on Entrepreneurship Curricula for Romania

The team of EDARO project prepared Questionnaire for benchmarking of entrepreneurship education
curricula for Romania. This questionnaire was sent to the Consortium of Technical Universities as well as to
the Consortium of Economic Universities of Romania. Based on the responses to this questionnaire, the
EDARO team made an evaluation and benchmarking in order to establish the best Romanian practice. The
results were published and presented on international conferences.

Objective 2: Benchmarking of Best Practices in Europe and North-America

The Faculty of Economics, Law and Administrative Sciences from Petru Maior University in cooperation
with the ERENET Network Secretary prepared a — Term of References — for consultancy services to make
national studies on entrepreneurship education and curricula. The study covered all three levels of
entrepreneurship education including bachelor, master and PhD degrees. Were selected experts from EU
countries: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, UK;
Associated EU countries: Croatia, Serbia North-America: Canada, USA, Lebanon, and Asia.

Objective3: Study tour and participation in entrepreneurship-oriented international events.

Within the framework of the project study tours were designed to make acquainted and visit leading
university departments in selected EU countries. The Project team is envisaged to participate and to organize

relevant international events related to entrepreneurship and enterprise development. Were collected and
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purchased relevant literature on entrepreneurship and enterprise development, which made basis for the new

entrepreneurship curricula.
Were published 2 books: Szabo Zs., Ciucan-Rusu L., Antreprenoriat -Teorie si practica/
Entrepreneurship — Theory and practice (370 pages) , ISBN 978-80 553-0319-2, Slovakia, 2009 and Szabo Zs.,

Szabo A., Comparative Study on Entrepreneurship Education — National Case Studies, ISBN: 978-80-553-0332-
1, (450 pages), Slovakia, 2009.
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Introducere

Domeniul antreprenoriatului sa dezvoltat foarte rapid in ultimii 20 de ani si continua sa se amplifice.
Antreprenoriatul este considerat "principalul motor al cresterii economice" (CE, 2013). Este un subiect care se
refera la persoanele care sunt interesate sa isi inceapa propriile afaceri, precum si la factorii de decizie care
sunt dispusi sa formuleze politici adecvate care sa creeze medii favorabile pentru intreprinderi.

In Enciclopedia concisa a economiei, Russel S. Sobel defineste spiritul antreprenorial drept "procesul de

descoperire a unor noi modalitati de combinare a resurselor" (Russell S. Sobel, 2007)
Valoarea antreprenoriatului ca concept este ceea ce este cel mai necesar in zilele noastre in intreaga societate.
Dictionarul de afaceri defineste spiritul antreprenorial ca fiind: "capacitatea si dorinta de a dezvolta organizarea
si gestionarea unei afaceri, impreuna cu oricare dintre riscurile sale pentru a realiza un profit. Cel mai evident
exemplu de antreprenoriat este inceperea afacerilor noi. In economie, antreprenoriatul combinat cu terenul,
forta de munca, resursele naturale si capitalul poate genera profit. Spiritul antreprenorial se caracterizeaza
prin inovatie si asumarea de riscuri si reprezinta o parte esentiala a capacitatii unei natiuni de a reusi intr-o
piata globala din ce in ce mai schimbatoare si din ce in ce mai competitiva "(BusinessDictionary.com,
WebFinance)

A fi antreprenorial este una dintre cele mai benefice si profitabile atitudini atat pentru auto-realizare,
cat si pentru societate. "Antreprenoriatul este o experienta care necesitd o mentalitate adaptiva si un set de
abilitati imense. Este greu de practicat si chiar mai dificil de a invata. "(Doan Winkel)

Pentru a invata oamenii de a fi cu spiritul antreprenorial este una dintre cele mai importante competente
ce poate oferi educatia. Inseamna ca sistemul educational ii invatd pe oameni in asa fel incat sa-si asume

riscuri, sa poata actiona cu o atitudine dezvoltata de rezolvare a problemelor; sunt capabili sa se schimbe
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foarte repede si sa se adapteze la situatii noi. Persoanele cu spirit antreprenorial sunt capabile sa creeze
bunastare pentru ei si pentru altii, pot fi considerate o modalitate de incluziune sociala.

Tarile est-europene, inclusiv Romania, nu pot profita de un model initial, natural si provocator, sistemul
nationalizat si centralizat al economiilor comuniste, redus la zero capacitatile antreprenoriale ale adultilor de
astazi, care ar trebui sa fie modele de succes pentru tineri. Din pacate, in invatamantul superior romanesc, in
ciuda numeroaselor initiative politice, se acorda o atentie redusa educatiei antreprenoriale si nu exista o
abordare stiintifica a actiunilor formative la nivel universitar. Din acest motiv, in societatea bazata pe
cunoastere, procesele specifice ale antreprenoriatului romanesc pot fi realizate in mod adecvat, eficient si
eficient.

Pentru a promova un spirit antreprenorial, aceasta inseamna sa incurajeze si noile generatii de
intreprinzatori de familie, astfel incat educatia antreprenoriala trebuie sa devina parte a curriculei in toate
tipurile de programe de studiu. Este important sa se inteleaga ca educatia antreprenoriala este diferita de
studiile economice generale si economice: Scopul acesteia este de a promova o activitate independenta;

creativitate si inovare.

Antreprenoriatul reprezinta noi provocari pentru Departamentul ME
Interesul catre antreprenoriat pentru membrii departamentului Management-Economie a aparut prin

faptul ca in 2005 a avut ocazia sa participe la atelierul organizat in perioada 23-25 mai de ONU, care a avut

loc la Palatul Natiunilor din Geneva.
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A fost una dintre primele initiative la nivel european care creeaza oportunitatea de a se intalni in zona
economica si academica pentru a recunoaste avantajele pentru ambele parti si pentru a facilita colaborarea.

Participantii in unanimitate au fost de acord cu necesitatea educatiei antreprenoriale, iar in 2006 a fost
creat ERENET. (Reteaua de cercetare si educare a spiritului antreprenorial al universitatilor din Europa
Centrala) Facultatea noastra a devenit membru fondator al asociatiei internationale ERENET, in care astazi
activeaza 43 de tari. ERENET este o retea utila, creeaza posibilitatea de a impartasi experiente, de a organiza
intalniri internationale, de a face parteneriate si de a realiza analize comparative intre economii.

Dupa anul 2005, departamentul de cercetare-management al economiei a fost aprofundat in educatia
antreprenoriala si in antreprenoriat. Membrii departamentului au publicat studii de cercetare, carti despre
antreprenoriat si despre educatia antreprenoriala si au organizat conferinte internationale, ateliere si scoli de
vara pentru studenti. Pe baza acordurilor de colaborare semnate de facultate au fost create posibilitatea
studentilor nostri de a participa la diferite manifestari internationale, concursuri: o echipa a participat la
forumul tinerilor intreprinzatori organizat la Budapesta; a fost invitat un profesor de la Universitatea din Reno,

Nevada, SUA si a fost organizat un program de educatie antreprenoriala cu studenti de la diferite facultati.

Proiecte de cercetare nationale si internationale

Facultatea de Economie, Drept si Stiinte Administrative la Universitatea "Petru Maior", ca membru
ERENET, a devenit partener in diferite proiecte de cercetare internationale.
1. Proiect privind benchmarkingul incubarii in afaceri in tarile selectate din Europa Centrala si de Est si

din tarile comunitare ale statelor independente,
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Scop: sa colecteze cele mai bune practici in incubarea afacerilor in tarile in tranzitie si sa elaboreze
orientari privind modul in care se proiecteaza si se instituie astfel de institutii de sprijinire a afacerilor.
Perioada: decembrie 2005 - 31 august 2006. Proiect implementat de: ERENET Reteaua de Cercetare si Educatie
pentru Antreprenoriat a Universitatilor Central Europene si SINTEF - Fundatia pentru Cercetare Stiintifica si
Industriala la Institutul Norvegian de Tehnologie prin ENTRANSE. Tari partenere: CEE (Croatia, Ungaria,
Polonia, Republica Serbia, Romania, Slovacia si Slovenia); Regiunea balcanica: Turcia CIS: (Armenia, Georgia,

Republica Moldova si Ucraina).

2. Grant CE, "Programul de invatare pe tot parcursul vietii - EEE - Educatia europeana in spirit
antreprenorial", REF 134096-LLP-1-2007-1-RO-ERASMUS-ECDEM, numar de contract 2007-2598 / 001-001,
proiect gestionat de Universitatea "Petru Maior" din Targu-Mures; tarile partenere au fost Franta - Universitatea

din Strasbourg, Universitatea Slovacia din Kosice si Germania, Fachschule Frankfurt am Main.

A fost elaborat un modul pentru educatia antreprenoriala. Au fost editate 6 carti. Au fost organizate

conferinte internationale si au fost prezentate lucrari de cercetare.

3. Programul Intensiv Erasmus, "Dimensiunea europeana a Antreprenoriatului international”, ERA /
2009 / IP / W / 0029 - director general al proiectului Universitatea de Economie din Cracovia, Polonia
Parteneri: Fachoschule Frankfurt am Main, Universitatea Heilbron, Germania, Universitatea Petru Maior din
Tirgu Mures. la Cracovia, pentru a spori spiritul antreprenorial si atitudinea participantilor in perioada 18
iulie - 31 iulie 2010.

(http: / /www.wach.uek.krakow.pl/images _pdf/2010 _IP_ staff.pdf)
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Proiecte nationale

1. Proiect national finantat de CNCSIS: "Cercetari privind armonizarea educatiei antreprenoriale a
universitatilor din Romania in Uniunea Europeana si in universitatile din Europa de Est (EDARO)"

Proiectul de cercetare a fost finantat de Ministerul Educatiei si Cercetarii, CNCSIS, in perioada 1 iunie
2007 - 31 noiembrie 2008.

Scopul proiectului a fost de a colecta informatii in domeniul cercetarii si implementarii educatiei
antreprenoriale in universitatile din Romania, institutiile specializate din Romania si Uniunea Europeana
pentru a crea o retea de cercetare internationala.

Proiectul a propus studierea situatiei actuale, definirea contextului si a parametrilor in care ar trebui sa
se realizeze educatia antreprenoriala, propunand curriculum si metode pedagogice specifice pentru a face
educatia antreprenoriala romaneasca comparabila cu cea a universitatilor din Uniunea Europeana, SUA si
Canada , si de a face studentii constienti de oportunitatile si fezabilitatea unei astfel de abordari care poate
transforma cunostintele si inovatia in considerare. Cercetarea a fost orientata spre o componenta educationala
care sprijind economia bazata pe cunoastere si inovare, antreprenoriat, dezvoltare durabila, elaborarea si
dezvoltarea retelelor de cercetare. Proiectul a propus extinderea metodelor pedagogice si educationale folosite
in cadrul universitatilor, adaugand workshop-uri Long-Live-Learning, E-learning, Learning by Doing, ateliere
de lucru Student International, module de bune practici. Obiectivul imediat al proiectului EDARO a fost acela
de a realiza analiza diferitelor curricule universitare si modalitatile de educatie antreprenoriala nationala la
niveluri de licenta, masterat si doctorat ale universitatilor si liceelor din Roméania, precum si in economiile
avansate de piata europene si americane. Au fost organizate excursii de studiu pentru studierea programelor

relevante de educatie antreprenoriala si au fost organizate discutii pe conferinte internationale si a fost creata
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posibilitatea elaborarii celor mai bune programe de antreprenoriat universitar adecvate pentru Universitatea
Petru Maior din Tirgu Mures din Romania.

Rezultatele, realizarile si recomandarile vor fi de asemenea publicate in aceasta carte pentru a avea un
efect mai larg de diseminare.

Obiectivul 1: Pregatirea chestionarului privind programele antreprenoriale pentru Romania

Echipa proiectului EDARO a elaborat un chestionar pentru benchmarkingul curriculelor de educatie
antreprenoriala pentru Romania. Acest chestionar a fost trimis la Consortiul Universitatilor Tehnice, precum
si la Consortiul Universitatilor Economice din Romania. Pe baza raspunsurilor la acest chestionar, echipa
EDARO a facut o evaluare si benchmarking pentru a stabili cea mai buna practica romaneasca. Rezultatele
au fost publicate si prezentate pe conferinte internationale.

Obiectivul 2: Benchmarkingul celor mai bune practici in Europa si America de Nord

Facultatea de Economie, Drept si Stiinte Administrative de la Universitatea Petru Maior, in colaborare cu
Secretarul de Retea ERENET, a pregatit un termen de referinta pentru serviciile de consultanta pentru a realiza
studii nationale privind educatia antreprenoriala si programele de invatamant. Studiul a acoperit toate cele trei
niveluri ale educatiei antreprenoriale, inclusiv diplomele de licentd, masterat si doctorat. Au fost selectati
experti din tarile UE: Belgia, Danemarca, Franta, Germania, Ungaria, Polonia, Romania, Slovacia, Slovenia,
Marea Britanie; Tarile asociate ale UE: Croatia, Serbia Nord-America: Canada, SUA, Liban si Asia.

Obiectivul 3: Turul de studiu si participarea la evenimente internationale orientate spre antreprenoriat.

In cadrul studiului de proiect au fost organizate excursii pentru familiarizarea si vizitarea
departamentelor universitare de conducere din anumite tari ale UE. Echipa proiectului este preconizata sa

participe si sa organizeze evenimente internationale relevante legate de spiritul antreprenorial si dezvoltarea
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intreprinderii. Au fost colectate si achizitionate literatura relevanta privind spiritul antreprenorial si dezvoltarea
intreprinderilor, care au stat la baza noilor programe de antreprenoriat.

Au fost publicate doua carti: Szabo Zs., Ciucan-Rusu L., Antreprenoriat -Teorie si practica /
Antreprenoriat - Teorie si practica (370 pagini), ISBN 978-80 553-0319-2, Slovacia, 2009 si Szabo Zs., Szabo
A., Studiu comparativ privind educatia antreprenoriala - Studii de caz nationale, ISBN: 978-80-553-0332-1,
(450 pagini), Slovacia, 2009.
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